j)4                             Early Madras History.

The position of some of the early Madras Governors must
lave been a very peculiar one. In Charles IPs time the French
and English were allies in Europe, but in the East they were
rivals. On one occasion a French Admiral landed a force at St.
Thome, and captured the place from the Mussulman authori-
ties ; and the Madras Governor could not help the Mussul-
mans to drive them out because of the European alliance.,
and consequently had to give presents of scarlet broad
cloth, looking glasses,, sandals, and other similar articles to the
Mussulman officers at St. Thome, lest they should transmit com-
plaints of his conduct to the court at Golconda. Then, again,
the Native great men generally, extracted frequent presents by
threatening to get the town rent raised. Moreover in 1677 the
Mahrattas poured into the Carnatic under the celebrated Sivajee,
and demanded presents, which were of course promptly forward-
ed. Meantime the Directors at home insisted upon collecting a
house tax in their town at Madraspatanam, which was rapidly
increasing in size and population; and this step threatened to
depopulate the town, and was only carried out with great diffi-
culty.

About 1688, the year of the "great and glorious" revolution
at home, a serious danger threatened Fort St. George, and the
place was put into a state of defence. The independent Mussul-
man kingdoms of the Dekhan had long been a source of annoy-
ance to the Great Mogul; for every rebellious prince in the
royal family of Delhi, every disgraced minister or disappointed
general, rushed off to the Dekhan to secure a refuge, and in
many cases to procure the means of revenge. The throne at
Delhi was at this period held by Aurungzebe, the Oliver Crom-
well of the East, and perhaps the greatest of all the Mogul
Sovereigns, The conquest of the Dekhan was his favourite
scheme, and the grand army of the Mogul was marched to Bija-
pore and Golconda, and the Mussulman Kings of the Dekhan
ceased to be, Madras thus underwent a further change of masters,
and had to forward large presents to the Mogul Officers. Bub

pay a fine of four fanams for each, offence ; thai any two persona, who should
go Out into the fields to decide a quarrel between them by the sword or fire
arms, should be imprisoned for two months on nothing but rice and water;
that any^ soldier giving another the lie should be made fast to a gun, and
then receive ten small blows with a rattan, well laid on by the man to whom
he had given the lie; and that any officer who should in any way connive
' at the offence* or at any mitigation of the punishment, should forfeit a
month** wages.